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Thursday marked the halfway point of the 2020 legislative session, and 
leaders of both the Senate and House of Delegates gave their views on 
the session before members of the West Virginia Press Association. 
Attendees heard from Senate President Mitch Carmichael, R-Jackson; 
House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay; House Minority Leader Tim 
Miley, D-Harrison; and state Senator Ron Stollings, D-Boone, who is also 
a candidate for governor. 

 

So far, nine bills have passed both the House and Senate, with two of 
those bills being signed Wednesday by Gov. Jim Justice. President 
Carmichael said the focus for his chamber in the remaining 30 days was 
passing legislation to lift West Virginia out of the outlier category. “We live 
in a state that is on the rebound. We are doing better, but there is so 
much more we can do,” Carmichael told newspaper reporters and 
editors. “Our efforts are to put West Virginia in the mainstream. We want 
to allow our people to compete for jobs and opportunity on a level playing 
field. When we’re out of step with the rest of America, we need to get in 
line.” 

 

One of those efforts is Senate Joint Resolution 8, phasing out the 
business and inventory tax on manufacturing machinery and equipment. 
The resolution would phase out the tax over four years and eliminate 
$100 million in tax revenue that goes to provide funding for county 
governments and school systems. That funding would have to be 
replaced by the governor through the general revenue fund. 

 

The resolution requires a two-thirds vote of both chambers of the 
Legislature, and a vote by the public in a special election. It remains in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, though Carmichael said he expects the 
committee to take up the resolution. Stollings, a Democratic candidate for 
governor in the May 12 primary, said Senate Democrats remain 
concerned about keeping county budgets whole. “The fear of a lot of 
Senate Democrats, and I suspect House Democrats, is that if we cut or 
did away with the business and inventory tax, that’s a $100 million dollar 
hole in the local county and school system budget. If we can find a 
replacement, then we can find a way to get rid of this regressive tax.” 

 

Another focus for Carmichael is Senate Bill 275, creating an intermediate 
court of appeals. S.B. 275 would create a northern and southern district 
court between the circuit courts and the Supreme Court to hear appeals. 
The new court would hear appeals of circuit court civil cases, 
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guardianships and conservatorships, family court cases and decisions 
made by administrative law judges, the Health Care Authority and 
Workers’ Compensation Commission. “It’s essential, we believe, for West 
Virginia,” Carmichael said. “We’re the largest state in America that doesn’t 
have an intermediate court of appeals.” 

 

Speaker Hanshaw said he took inspiration from Wednesday’s meeting of 
the bipartisan Tech Caucus and a discussion with West Virginia native 
and retired Cisco CEO John Chambers for how he plans to approach the 
next 30 days. “We either have to be disruptive or we have to be 
disrupted,” Hanshaw said. “The question is how do we be disruptive?” 

 

For Minority Leader Miley, Thursday’s breakfast would be his last time 
addressing members of the press. The former House speaker will retire 
this year and is not seeking another term. Miley encouraged the state to 
be honest about its condition and what it needs to do to change for the 
better. “We do ourselves a tremendous disservice, as the media and as 
the press, by not being honest about where we are and where we need to 
go,” Miley said. “I think there is too much risk for us not to be honest about 
where we are. We need to identify a goal, we need to identify where we 
are, and then we need to identify the processes we need to meet our 
goal.” 

 

CAWV STRONGLY OPPOSES COMPUTER SOFTWARE BILL 

 

H.B. 2756 was on the agenda of the House Industry and Labor 
Committee this week. The stated purpose of the bill is to require 
contractors using computers to complete government contracts to have 
software that verifies the amount of hours worked on the computer for the 
contract. The bill is being pitched nationwide by a company on the basis 
of transparency for those doing business on a government contract. 
Immediate opposition to bill was mounted by the CAWV and the 
architectural and engineering community as this bill would have a 
negative impact on every business who chooses to work with the State of 
West Virginia. The software, which the CAWV believes is only available 
from one company, would collect, hold and use data, much of which is 
confidential and proprietary. The storage requirements alone are 
staggering, but the security risks are even more alarming. All keystrokes, 
usernames, passwords and other private information could be captured 
by a third party. The bill was taken off the Industry and Labor Committee 
agenda but S.B. 737, the same bill, was introduced Friday in the Senate. 
The CAWV will work against the bill this week in the Senate. 

 

S.B. 589 ON SENATE T&I COMMITTEE TUESDAY 

 

S.B. 589 is a bill designed to authorize the West Virginia Infrastructure 
and Jobs Development Council to direct the Water Development Authority 
to make loans and grants to address critical needs in water and sewer 
systems around the state. The original plan was to get an additional $10 
million a year from excess lottery proceeds that would be added to the 
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$40 million WVIJDC gets annually from lottery proceeds. Given the tight 
state finances, it will be difficult to draw down additional funds from the 
state’s general budget. One thought is to move monies currently allocated 
to projects in the state’s three congressional districts to a special fund 
designated for projects defined as critical needs projects. The proposed 
amendment would make the funding optional as to not take away from 
current water and sewer needs. The bill is expected to be on the Senate 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee agenda Tuesday. There is a 
second reference to the Finance Committee. 

 

HOUSE BILL MANDATES CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS USE FOR TOLLS 

 

On Friday during session, the House passed a bill that would allow toll 
roads to accept credit card payments. H.B. 4038 requires the West 
Virginia Parkways Authority to accept debit and credit card for the 
payment of tolls. The toll would be slightly increased for debit and credit 
card users to cover the fees from card companies. These updates must 
be implemented and completed by July 1, 2022. 

 

HOUSE PASSES BROADBAND BILL 

 

The House Technology and Infrastructure Committee last week also 
passed out its version of H.B. 4015, which would update broadband 
enhancement and expansion policies in the state. The bill would 
streamline permitting processes and allow the state to contract with 
private carriers to use state-owned properties and buildings to locate and 
deploy broadband wireless infrastructure. 

  

“House Bill 4015 places a shot clock on regulatory approvals, making it 
faster to cut through red tape,” said lead sponsor Delegate Daniel Linville, 
R-Cabell. “It also begins to open up state-owned towers for broadband 
and cellular coverage expansion, connecting more West Virginians in 
places across the Mountain State.” House Bill 4015 is the latest in a 
series of bills passed since 2017 to encourage broadband expansion in 
the state. 

 

 GAS FIELD HIGHWAY REPAIR FUNDS DEDICATED TO ROADS 
AFFECTED  

 

S.B. 727 would allow the Division of Highways to use the money in the 
Gas Field Highway Repair and Horizontal Drilling Waste Study Fund in 
the Division of Highways district where the waste was generated or where 
the fee was received. Currently the money cannot be used because the 
agencies involved, Department of Environmental Protection and 
Department of Revenue, do not know the watershed where the waste was 
generated. This bill allows the Division of Highways to use the money on 
roads in the DOH District where the fee is collected. The Division has 
records of the roads that are impacted by horizontal drilling operations 
and waste hauling and will be able to use the money to repair roads 
effected by these operations. The bill is referred to the Senate 
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Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. 

 

SENATE COMMITTEE ADVANCES WVDOH PURCHASING BILL 

 

The Senate Government Organization Committee passed out S.B. 674, a 
bill to permit the Commissioner of the Division of Highways to purchase 
hardware items and equipment from a local seller rather than the holder of 
a state contract if the cost of the item or equipment is less than the cost 
from the holder of the state contract. The WVDOH and CAWV both 
question when and where this provision would apply and on what type 
and size of purchases would be allowed if this bill passes. The sponsor 
and committee chairman, Sen. Mark Maynard, R-Wayne, said he would 
work to define the bill further. This bill was introduced last year but did not 
advance.  

 

SALES TAX EXEMPTION FOR RENTING OWN EQUIPMENT 
LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

S. B. 745 creates an exemption from state consumers sales and use tax 
on rental equipment when a wholly-owned company is leasing it back to 
itself. The bill is referred to the Senate Finance Committee. 

NUMBER OF BILLS IMPACTING BUSINESS IN WEST VIRGINIA 

 

H.B. 4001 - Mountaineer Impact Fund 

H.B. 4001 would establish the Mountaineer Impact Fund, which 
would provide a vehicle for the State of West Virginia to partner 
with potential major investors to boost economic development and 
job creation in the Mountain State. This bill currently enjoys strong 
bipartisan support and is a high priority of legislative leadership. 
H.B. 4001 is currently on 3rd Reading on the inactive calendar in 
the House of Delegates. The House Rules Committee can move 
the bill back to the Special Calendar and set the stage for a vote 
that same day. 

 

S.B. 657 - Designation of Tourism Development Districts 

S.B. 657 would allow the West Virginia Division of Tourism to 
designate up to five tourism development districts in municipalities 
with less than 2,000 people that have tourism projects of a value 
greater than $25 million. These districts would require the tourism 
project to follow state guidelines that would supersede municipal 
ordinances. S.B. 657 has been introduced as a way to assist the 
renovation and development of Hilltop House in Harpers Ferry, 
WV. The bill was approved by the Senate Government 
Organization Committee earlier this week and will be read a 
second time in the Senate today  

 

S.B. 76 - Limiting Liability of Employers in Cases Where 
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Certain Crime Convictions are Expunged  
S.B. 76 is designed to help individuals with expunged criminal 
convictions find employment. Under this bill, an employer is 
immune from any liabilities that arise from the employee’s criminal 
or unlawful actions if the misconduct relates to the criminal history 
record that has been expunged. S.B. 76 was approved by the 
Senate Workforce Committee this week and is now in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. “We know that when someone is 
incarcerated, they’re not being a productive member of our society 
or accruing the skills that make them marketable for employment 
in their communities,” Speaker Hanshaw said. “The goal of all of 
these bills is to reduce the barriers in the system that prevent 
these people from getting back into the workforce and contributing 
once again to society.” 

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have 
an impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 

 

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

HB 4651  

Del. Butler [By Request of 
the Division of Highways] 

Clarifying the powers and duties of the 
Division of Highways in acquiring property 
for state road purposes (FN) 

02/03/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then the 
Judiciary 

HB 4665  

Del. Capito, Queen and 
Shott 

Reducing the amount of rebate going to the 
Purchasing Improvement Fund (FN) 

02/04/20 - To Finance 

HB 4666  

Del. Byrd, Nelson, Capito, 
Pushkin, Queen, Skaff, 
Rowe and Rohrbach 

Relating to competitive bids for 
intergovernmental relations and urban mass 
transportation 

02/04/20 - To Finance 

HB 4672  

Del. Cadle, Hott, Butler, 
Toney, J. Jeffries, 

Kessinger, Hardy, Bibby, 
Canestraro, Foster and 

Paynter 

Providing adequate pull-off parking space 
along the state's highway interstate system 
for those semitrailers and other vehicles that 
must stop (FN) 

02/04/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

HB 4679  

Del. Rowe and 
Fleischauer 

Providing notice of the type and cost of 
electrical outlets specified for that work in 
the National Electrical Code (FN) 

02/04/20 - To Fire 
Departments and 
Emergency Medical 
Services then 
Government 
Organization 
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HB 4681  

Del. Campbell, D. Jeffries, 
Anderson, J. Kelly, 

Atkinson, Lavender-Bowe, 
Canestraro, Lovejoy, 

Fluharty, Bates and Miller 

Requiring schools to offer elective vocational 
courses in middle schools (FN) 

02/04/20 - To 
Education then Finance 

HB 4694  Del. R. Thompson 
Requiring that land surveyors record survey 
plats at the county courthouse 

02/05/20 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4736  

Del. Pack, Cooper, Steele, 
Higginbotham, Graves, 

Bates, Hill and Summers 

Relating to qualifications for a commercial 
driver's license permit 

02/07/20 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then the 
Judiciary 

HB 4738  Del. Rowe 
Creating a tax credit for improving facades 
in historic districts (FN) 

02/07/20 - To Finance 

HB 4741  Del. Ellington Reducing the motor fuel excise tax (FN) 02/07/20 - To Finance 

HB 4744  

Del. Wilson, Howell, 
Sypolt, Canestraro, Kump, 

Criss, Storch, Butler, 
Maynard, Hardy and 

Linville 

Relating to the powers and duties of the 
West Virginia Commissioner of Highways 

02/07/20 - To 
Government 
Organization 

HB 4757  

Del. Walker, Rohrbach, 
Miley, Lavender-Bowe, 
Skaff, Rowe, Hansen, 

Williams, Pyles, S. Brown 
and Fleischauer 

Establishing tax credits for lead abatement 
in child occupied residences (FN) 

02/07/20 - To Finance 

HB 4772  Del. Rowe 

Authorizing ordinances allowing the 
municipal court to place a structure, dwelling 
or building into receivership under certain 
circumstances 

02/10/20 - To Political 
Subdivisions then 
Government 
Organization 

 

SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 695  Sen. Smith and Sypolt 
Relating to maintenance and repair of roads 
and highways (FN) 

02/04/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure then 
Finance 

SB 705  Sen. Maynard 

Allowing military veterans with certain 
experience qualify for examination as 
electrician or plumber (FN) 

02/05/20 - Workforce 

SB 727  

Sen. Clements, Ihlenfeld, 
Maroney and Romano 

Relating to disbursement of funds for 
highway road repair 

02/07/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
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SB 734  Sen. Clements 

Clarifying powers and duties of DOH in 
acquiring property for state road purposes 
(FN) 

02/07/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 736  Sen. Maynard 
Relating to public service districts' laying of 
certain utility lines on state rights-of-way 

02/07/20 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 737  Sen. Azinger 

Requiring contractors performing work on 
government computers use software to 
verify hours worked 

02/07/20 - Government 
Organization 

SCR 27  

Mr. President and all 
Senators  

Requesting study on ways to make State 
Capitol building more handicap accessible 

 

SB 739  

Sen. Swope, Clements 
and Maynard 

Authorizing PSC protect consumers of 
distressed and failing water and wastewater 
utilities 

02/10/20 - Government 
Organization 

SB 745  

Sen. Tarr, Blair, Smith 
and Swope 

Creating exemption to state sales and use 
tax for rental and leasing of equipment (FN) 

02/10/20 - Finance 

SR 35  Sen. Tarr 
Congratulating Gary Young, WV 
Outstanding Tree Farmer for 2020 
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